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This year’s summer season in the Jurkovič House starts with an exhibition of work by Zdeněk Plesník and Miroslav Navrátil, leading figures in architecture and design in Czechoslovakia of the second half of the 20th century. The exhibition will present the work of both designers and, in particular, the furniture created for Zdeněk Plesník’s flat from 1949–1952, one of Plesník and Navrátil’s first joint projects. The furniture set, acquired by the Moravian Gallery in Brno from Plesník’s family, can be viewed in the Jurkovič House showroom. Dušan Jurkovič’s former study on the second floor features a display of digital photographs of constructions designed by Zdeněk Plesník, such as the villas of famous Czech writers and travellers Zikmund and Hanzelka and composer Zdeněk Liška and the OP Prostějov factory, as well as furniture pieces designed by Miroslav Navrátil. Perhaps the best-known among them is one of the icons of socialist design, a fibreglass chair with an oval aperture between the seat and back later fitted in T3 trams. 

   This year, the Jurkovič House will play host to work at least fifty years younger. This somewhat projects. 

ZDENĚK PLESNÍK AND MIROSLAV NAVRÁTIL IN THE JURKOVIČ HOUSE

The work of major Czechoslovak architect Zdeněk Plesník and designer Miroslav Navrátil came together several times, each time producing a unique result. The two friends shared a zeal for work and respect for material, as well as for the requirements dictated by product functions. This approach enabled them to create progressive and modern designs that are in the same league as those by contemporaneous international architects and designers such as Charles and Ray Eames, Eero Saarinen and others. 

   
The connection between the Jurkovič House and the two designers active in the second half of the 20th century is no coincidence. Dušan Jurkovič saw his Brno villa as a template for other designers. Before moving in, he opened it with the “Exhibition of Architecture and Applied Arts”. His main objective was to demonstrate the latest trends in housing and architecture, as well as in interior design, aspects shared by all three designers. 

   
Zdeněk Plesník and Miroslav Navrátil first joined forces over the designs of furniture for Zdeněk Plesník’s flat that can be viewed in the Jurkovič House showroom. Plesník and Navrátil were inspired by Scandinavian and American design, typified by light colours, rounded shapes, emphasis on material, production quality and detail. One example is a unique design of seating furniture of bent lamellas that can be turned into a bed by means of a system of wooden pins. Their work observes a maxim presented by Adolf Loos: to honour tradition and construct furniture as a frame with a filling. The framework of the wardrobes in Plesník’s flat is filled with a plastic screen produced by the Fatra Napajedla company. While the bookcase features original material, Plesník had the remaining pieces restored with the Fatra plastic screens in the 1980s. Plesník and Navrátil further developed this approach in interior designs for the villas of renowned Czech writers and travellers Miroslav Zikmund and Jiří Hanzelka, and Plesník also partially in the villa of composer Zdeněk Liška. The furniture was even considered for serial production. 

   Plesník and Navrátil’s joint projects stand out as truly exceptional in Czechoslovak design of the 1950s. Although the designers did not resume their collaboration after completing them, they promoted the same principles in their further work. 
Martina Lehmannová, exhibition concept
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Zdeněk Plesník and Miroslav Navrátil – architect and designer, leading figures in their branches in Czechoslovakia of the second half of the 20th century. The two friends shared a zeal for work and respect for material, as well as for the requirements dictated by product functions. This approach enabled them to create progressive and modern designs that are in the same league as those by contemporaneous international architects and designers. 
For this exhibition season in the Jurkovič House we will introduce the work of the architect Zdeněk Plesník and the designer Miroslav Navrátil. They first started their collaboration on furniture deigns for Plesník's apartment (1949-1953) and the result will be on display in the Jurkovič House. The ahead-of-their-time designs are in the same class as those by world-famous designers and their significance extends beyond the boundaries of the then Czechoslovakia.  
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April – October / Tuesday – Sunday

10-12, 12.30 –18 

November – March / Thursday – Sunday

10-12 , 12.30 – 16 
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